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Students Simulate Medical Center for STEM Lesson
During Catholic Schools week, 5th and 6th graders
participated in a dynamic Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM) activity involving
simulating a medical center! Before entering,
students had to sanitize & prepare for their
operations by suiting up in
their surgeon uniforms. In
the surgery room, students
were given patient files of
famous celebrities/athletes
that explained the tragedy
they suffered, along with
PEMDAS (parenthesis,
exponents, multiplication,
division, addition,
subtraction) mathematical
operations and anatomy
questions to solve in order
to save or repair the related Devin L., Tristan R. &
Adrian R.
injury. The surgeons also

Excellence in Education Nominee
Everyone who has been around Señora Myriam
Traub knows she wears her faith on her sleeve. Our
school proudly submitted her name as our nominee
to receive the Excellence in Education Award from
the Diocese.
On Wednesday, May 13,
the Diocese livestreamed the awards
ceremony, which is
usually a dinner held in
Richmond with all the
school principals and
their school’s nominees.
Señora Traub teaches
Spanish to Grades 3-8 as
well as middle school
religion. We are so proud
Sra. Traub represented
Sra. Myriam Traub with
our school for this honor.
Her Award
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had to keep an ear out for a Code Blue - during a
Code Blue, a team of surgeons had to rush over,
reach into a (makeshift) stomach (filled with red
orbeez for realistic effects) and solve a very tedious/
rigorous operation to save the patient. A big shout
out to our amazing teachers who integrate subjects
to make learning most meaningful!

Ben S., Jayden E. &
Natalie R.

Jaden L., Paula R., Reese
W. & Tyler W.

Congratulations Class of 2020
We are very sad to see this group of 8th graders
graduate. The end of their time at Star of the Sea
was far from normal, but we are so proud at how
they finished the year strong.
(Continued on page 2)

Jackson Vener, Joshua Mejia, Ava Morgan,
Isabella Reich, Lila Large, Georgia Rufi,
Demi Magnini, Alyssa Libasci & Will Escalera
CSW 4

Virtual School 5

Campus News 6
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Congratulations Class of 2020 (continued)
(Continued from page 1)

Here is where the
Class of 2020 will
attend high
school.

Ava Morgan has been accepted to the Health
Sciences Academy at Bayside High School.

Will Escalera will
attend Cape Henry
Collegiate.

Georgia Rufi will attend Catholic High School.

Lila Large was
accepted to the Math & Science Academy, but will
attend Kellam High School.

Isabella Reich will attend Catholic High School.

Jackson Vener will attend Princess Anne High
School.
Best wishes, Class of 2020!

Alyssa Libasci will attend Ocean Lakes High
School.
Demi Magnini will attend Catholic High School.
Joshua Mejia has been accepted to the STEM
Academy at Landstown High School.

Please follow us on social media to increase our presence.
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Dear Parents, Friends & Family of Star of the Sea Catholic School,
It continues to be an honor and privilege to serve alongside Fr. Steve as we lead our school to achieve
new goals and dreams! This has been an unprecedented year and I am so proud of what our Catholic
schools have been able to provide during this pandemic. We took a systematic approach as our first goal
was to establish a safe learning environment at home for every student while remaining an anchor for our
families. Our teachers quickly established a platform and schedule to continue to deliver new content and
material and we then were able to coordinate the distribution of take-home materials which included
Chromebooks for our 4th-8th graders. Additionally, we were blessed to have daily mass by Fr. Steve, as
well as Stations of the Cross during the Lenten season. Through morning announcements, weekly mass,
several spirit days and daily instruction, we provided a foundation of continued learning and normalcy.
As we close out the year, we will continue to remain a community of faith committed to the mission of
our school. I pray that we will be blessed with peace over panic and faith over fear. We will overcome all
of the difficulties during this time of uncertainty and will pray and work together each day for the glory of
God. Continue to share the good news about Catholic education with your friends and neighbors as we
look to the future of our school.
Lovingly in Christ,

Carey L. Averill, Ed.D
Principal

Fr. Steve DeLeon
Pastor

Star of the Sea Catholic School is rooted in the rich
traditions of our Catholic faith to provide a Christcentered learning environment where students are
dedicated to spiritual growth, academic distinction,
and social responsibility.

Dr. Carey Averill and Fr. Steve DeLeon

Star of the Sea Billboard Campaign!
Thanks to the Medrano family, our school was
highlighted on billboards around the Hampton Roads
area! Each class was highlighted and each one of our
8th graders also had their own digital display.
We hope you had a chance to see our Stars on
display!

See what is happening at Star of the Sea Catholic School!
For information or to arrange a tour, call us at (757) 428-8400.
Visit our website at www.sosschool.org
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Catholic Schools Week 2020 was a fun filled week
of celebrations! This year, the 8th graders chose the
dress down days. On Monday, it was country/
western day. We ended the day with an exciting pep
rally where each class performed the official CSW
dance.

Maggie & her mom, School Nurse
Karen Loiacono

Dr. Averill & Ray Honeycutt from the
Office of Catholic Schools
on Game day

Tuesday, it was Pixar day and game day. Each class
spent time in Crawford Hall playing educational
games! Wednesday was 80s dress down day and
Thursday was 1920s dress down day. Finally, on
Friday we wore our dress uniforms, had mass and
ended with the 8th grade vs. faculty volleyball
game!

Caesar R., Cole K.,
Mrs. White & Bianco T.

Pep Rally!

Catholic Schools Week Art Project

Juliet G., Lyla K., Mrs. Alexa Odanga
& Jackson S. on 80s Day

Fr. Steve & Mr. Lyle
Mrs. Valentini & Kailyn N.

Bella G., Porter C. & Abigail S.

Siblings Sara & Michael A.

Bella G.

Cheering at the Volleyball Game

Jaden L.
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We are so proud to report that our school did not
skip a beat once we transitioned to our virtual
learning brought on by the government shut downs
in mid-March. In no time, classes were meeting via
Zoom or using Google Classroom. Our teachers
were AMAZING in the quick transition. Our
“specials” teachers (PE, art, music, computer)
quickly banded together to give the students choice
boards to complete each week.

teachers. We said goodbye to students in the
parking lot with social distancing. We had lunch
bunches, again in the school parking lot. We held
packet pick up and Chromebook drop off
responsibly.

It was heartwarming to see students share photos of
their at home work spaces and overall creativity.
Two of our classes had fun with their “flat”

We are so proud of our students, faculty and staff
and eagerly look forward to when we can be all
together again.

Above all, we really appreciated the patience of
our families and we all learned new computer
skills together.

Bianca T., Rose M. and Keira N.
hold up Ella Rose G.
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News Around Campus

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAS AWARDS At the end of March, our
school was notified of three award winners from the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 2020 Education
Contest. In Poetry Division II, sixth graders Josiah
Young earned 1st place and Sara Ankley earned 2nd
place. In the Essay Division II, seventh grader Kate
Olkowski earned 1st place.
Congratulations to our three Middle School Stars!
You represented our school wonderfully.
HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION (HSA)
The Home & School Association had a busy fall
with several fundraisers designed to bring our Star
of the Sea families together, get some holiday
shopping completed, all while supporting the
school.
In October, we hosted our first,
but not last, Trunk or Treat. This
event was an awesome evening
of trick or treating from some of
the most festive trunks decorated
by our school parents and school
friends. We enjoyed Papa John's
Pizza, playing with friends, and
seeing some creative costumes.
We even
had a visit
Amazing Trunk
from local
Decorations
fire
fighters and the beach rescue
crew, who were nice enough
to let us tour their fire engine
and rescue truck. Thanks to
every parent, teacher,
volunteer, and family who
made this event a success!!
Jackson S. (1st grade)

In November the HSA held a
few fundraisers to help SOS families get ahead on
Christmas shopping. We sold Fun Pasta that helped
every Star family carb load for the holidays with
pasta in every shape you can imagine! We also sold
Usborne greeting cards, which is always a hit!
In December we held Santa's Secret Shop, where all
of the school children had the opportunity to select
gifts for everyone on their list. We want to thank our
amazing volunteer elves for helping the kiddos shop
and the parents for supporting this annual event. We
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hope everyone received the perfect gift!
After a restful Christmas break we returned to
school and were able to celebrate our faculty
and staff at an "Out of this World" luncheon.
The event was well attended and provided a
much deserved lunch for the outstanding
teachers and staff that make Star of the Sea
such a special community.
The Home & School Association would like to
thank each of you for your support throughout
the year. We look forward to celebrating our
graduates this summer and seeing everyone
next school year.
DEVELOPMENT In December, we
participated in a Diocesan wide #iGiveCatholic
campaign. This kicked off our annual appeal
and raised $3,777 in that one Day of Giving.
We quickly reached and surpassed our annual
goal of $20,000.

On Friday, March 13, just one week and one
day prior to our scheduled annual auction, the
Governor closed all the schools. As we adjusted
to online school, our auction committee quickly
switched gears to set up our first ever
VIRTUAL auction!
Star of the Sea current and alumni families and
friends from far and wide had fun watching the
bidding, which went on for about a week. We
are still raising the paddle but expect that this
event may gross near $50,000, which is
amazing considering we were unable to hold it
in person.
Many thanks to all the volunteers, sponsors and
participants who made this event possible.
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News Around Campus (continued)
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second round of the tournament and our 8th grade
Sr. Girls team advancing to the third round of the
tournament. Unfortunately, the tournament was
cancelled before the third round due to the Covid19 situation. I have no doubt that our Sr. Girls
were going to bring home the trophy this year!

ATHLETICS The Star of the Sea athletics
program had another strong year thanks to our
dedicated coaches, amazing student athletes, and
incredible volunteers!
Our Fall season started with our largest crosscountry team ever! We had over 57 runners
competing and routinely had finishers in the top
20 at each meet.
The Winter
season started
with our
Grommets
basketball
program for our
K – 2nd grade
athletes led by
Coach Janet
White. This
program teaches
our young
Cross Country
athletes the basic
basketball skills needed as they progress towards
playing for the Tidewater Catholic Basketball
League (TCBL) in grades 3rd– 8th. We are
looking for a head coach to take over the
Grommets program for the 2020 – 2021 school
year. If interested, please contact Scott Levine
(starofseaathletics@gmail.com). Our TCBL
teams had tremendous success this season with
our 5th grade Jr. Boys team advancing to the

Congratulations to Ava Morgan and Will Escalera
for being chosen to
the 2019 – 2020
All-TCBL
Academic team.
This is a reflection
of their leadership
both on and off of
the basketball
court. We’re proud
of both of you! Star
of the Sea was also
Our Senior Girls Team
awarded the
Sportsmanship award for the third consecutive
year!
Although our Spring sport athletes (Track and
Field, Golf, and Field Hockey) did not have a
chance to begin the season, we did have a large
number of athletes that had signed up to
participate. The leagues are looking at ways to
have these athletes participate in some events over
the summer or in the Fall.
We had a number of new members join the Star of
the Sea Athletic Board this year which brought
great energy and new perspectives to the group.
Thank you for all that you do to help our programs
run smoothly!
It’s always hard to say goodbye to our 8th grade
athletes at the end of each year. This year is even
harder. We have a number of students that come
back to us later in high school, college, and as
adults to be coaches and help guide the next
generation of Star athletes. We look to you to carry
on this tradition!
Coach Janet White along with Coach Jay Kotchka
will be hosting her annual basketball camp this
year the week of July 13th.
Until next year!
Scott Levine

Star of the Sea Catholic School
309 15th Street
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
(757) 428-8400 Phone

(757) 428-2794 Fax
WWW.SOSSCHOOL.ORG
Dr. Carey Averill, Principal

Highlights from the 2019-2020 School Year

8th Graders in costume for
their Nativity Play

Channel 13 meteorologist
Craig Moeller visits 5th grade

Fr. Steve distributes ashes to the Early Learners
in their classrooms on Ash Wednesday

2nd grader Anderson L.
weighs a rock

Prayer partners 6th & 1st grade work
on “Journey North National Planting
Project” together

Celebrating
Dr. Seuss’ birthday!

