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New VDGIF Director Addresses Virginia Outdoor Writers Association Annual Meeting

FROM THE PRESIDENT:
David CoffmanE.

he new Executive Director of the

Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), Bob
Duncan, along with David Coffman,
Julia Dixon, Ron Messina and Lee
Walker, met with the Virginia
Outdoor Writers Association
(VOWA) at their annual meeting
March 19, 2008, in Charlottesville.
Duncan reviewed his plans with the
group to provide additional outreach
and communications on agency
programs and issues of interest to a
broader constituency. He introduced
members of the communications staff
who described enhancements in both
news media and educational
communications including streaming
video, added website links, expansion
of feature sections in the Outdoor
Report, and expanded news release
distribution to a variety of media
contacts.

VDGIF Board Member, Sherry
Crumley, described the importance of
recent legislation affecting sportsmen,
including the new Apprentice
Hunting License.

Youth and Undergraduate Writing
Contest Winners Recognized

The top three winners of the 14th
Annual Youth Writing Contest were
recognized and presented with awards
of outdoor gear totaling over $800.00.

VOWA Youth Writing Contest
judge, Frank Mundy, Senior
Conservation Police Officer and
author of two books commented,
“This year’s entries were some of the
best we have had in several years.
The cooperation of the Virginia

L to R: Micheala Bryant, first place Youth
winner; Madison Shaw, third place Youth; Beth

Department of Education and local
high school teachers in promoting the
contest to encourage students to write
articles on “My Most Memorable
Outdoor Experience,” provided a
great learning opportunity for the
students and a chance for these future

writers to get recognition and
mentoring.”

VOWA is launching a new
program to publish the top 30
winning articles during the next year
in magazines, newspapers and
numerous outdoor related
publications.

The top three Youth Writing
winners were all high school students
from the Virginia Beach area.

First place was Micheala Bryant
from Bishop Sullivan Catholic High
School with her article entitled
“Attack of the Does”. Second place
and third place went to Madison
Shaw, for her entry entitled “Nature
Shock”. Both students are from
Ocean I.akes High School.

Mutchler, Undergraduate first place with Bob
Duncan, Executive Director at VDGIF. © Jim
Croshy.

In the third annual
Undergraduate Writing com-
petition, which awarded monetary
prizes, two Virginia Tech students
were winners. Beth Mutchler
received first place for her story,
“Keeping It Wild”. Beth is an
Outdoor Recreation Major in the
College of Natural Resources.
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Sarah Keithley, a graduating
senior in the Hotel and Tourism
Management in the Pamplin College
of Business, won second with “For
the Love of Running”.

VOWA Excellence-in-Craft
Recognitions

In the Excellence-in-Craft awards
the following were recognized.

In the Bob Gooch Column
category, Bill Cochran took first
place with “I’ve been on both sides of
the ‘No Hunting’ sign,” which
appeared in the Roanoke Times. “Fly
Presentations Guaranteed to Catch
Fish” took second for King
Montgomery, as published in An
Angler’s Journal. The Bristol Herald
readers learned about “Gunsmithing:
Attention to Detail,” which won third
place for Alan Gregory.

In the Feature category, King
Montgomery’s “Where the Sky is
Born” took first place and it appeared
in the Virginia Sportsman. Tom
Scanlan was recognized for his
second place “Tale of Two Sons”
published in Woods & Waters. Third
place went to Emily Grey for
Virginia Wildlife’s publication of
“Membership Has Its Privileges.”

Emily Grey took first place in the
Photography category with “Journey
to Earth’s End, Gentoo Penguin.
King Montgomery’s full-page color
depiction of an angler fishing just
downstream of the former Embry
Dam won him second place. The
photograph was used by Bob Clouser
in “Fly Fishing for Smallmouths in
Rivers and Streams.” BlueRidge
Country liked Marie Majarov’s third
place winner on the “Monarch
Butterfly Life Cycle.”

The Youth and Undergraduate
text entries are being placed on the
web site at www.vowa.org so that
interested readers have access to
share the wonderful stories these
winners generated. All competition
guidelines are published on the same
web site.

Information about these contests
top winning articles and a list of the

2008-090fficers and Board of Directors: Front :
Milan Majarov, Director; SteveRichrdson, Jr.,
First Vice President; Jennifer Hemsley, Vice
President: Marie Majarov, Director, Marika

top 30 Winners can be found on the
VOWA website after May 1.

Board of Directors Elections Held

The 2008-09 elected board
includes: Chairman of the Board,
Terry Lewis, (Burke) Chief, External
Affairs, Burecau of Land
Management; President, David
Coffman (Troy), Editor of the
Outdoor Report at the VDGIF; Vice
President, Jennifer Hensley
(Grottoes) a freelance writer; First
Vice President, Steve Richardson, Jr.,
(Richmond) freelance writer;
Secretary, Marika Byrd, CPS, (Glen
Allen) freelance writer; Treasurer,
Jim Crosby (Crozet) freelance writer
and photographer; board members
Dan Genest (Midlothian) Dominion
Resources Corporate Communi-
cations Office and Marie and Milan
Majarov (of Winchester) freelance
writers and photographers.

Sherry Crumley, Board Member VDGIF, talks
of the Apprentice License. ©Jim Crosby

Byrd, CPS, Secretary; back:

Jim Crosby,

Treasurer; Terry Lewis, Chairman of the

Board; Frank Mundy, Director and David
Coffman, President. ©King Montgomery/VOWA

L to R: Julia Dixon, Ron Messina and Lee
Walker, Information and Education section at
VDGIF. ©Jim Crosby/VOWA.

Gooch Memorial Paver

Virginia Press
(VPA) paver is being purchased
as a memorial for Bob Gooch. It will
be engraved with the insightful
wording from Bill Cochran and will
read as follows:

BOB GOOCH
DEAN OF VIRGINIA
OUTDOOR WRITERS

1919-2006

The paver will be on permanent
display in the entry way to the offices
of the VPA (in the Innsbrook
complex), 11529 Nuckols Road, Glen
Allen, VA. 23059. New pavers
are inscribed when the engraver has
several to process, so, there will be an
uncertain time before tangible results
can be reported.
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Stephanie McCraw, at VPA, will
alert us when there is something to
see and photograph, according to
Steve Richardson, Jr., VOWA board
member.

ABOUT OUR NEW
MEMBERS

oy Edwards writes: “T am the

former producer, writer and on-
camera host for the “Virginia
Wildlife Video” television show
produced by VDGIF for some eight
years. My other titles with the agency
were Media Relations/Public
Relations Coordinator. I assumed the
position vacated by the retirement of
former VOWA member Curly
Satterlee in October 1984 and worked
for the agency for 10 years.

In those positions I worked with
members of VOWA, SEOPA,
OWAA, and with local and national
media providing them with news-
related items generated by the work
of the Department.”

He is a former member of
VOWA, SEOPA where Roy served
on the Board of Directors, and the
OWAA. When leaving VDGIF, he
served as President-Elect of The
Association for Conservation
Information (ACI), an international
organization made up of PR, media
relations, education and information
professionals in state and federal
outdoor recreation, wildlife, fisheries
management and environmental
agencies.

Dana Sapp (and husband Al) are
from Elk Creek—out in the
southwestern part of the state. She
freelances for the Wytheville
Enterprise as a writer and
photographer; The Big Blue, a
tourism magazine featuring
Southwest Virginia, promoting
outdoor recreation, artisans and
festivals, where she is a part owner,
writer and photographer; she just
began writing her first article for the
Farm Chronicle, of Lee Publications.
Also, she voluntarily writes a
quarterly newsletter, “Farmin’
Huntin’ & Good Livin” because Dana

didn’t think the farming, hunting and
outdoor recreation were being
covered enough in their area
publications. Dana started it some-
time back but intend to phase it out
since she has become involved in
these other projects.

She adds, “I am also very
interested in getting youth involved
with the outdoors! I am planning to
do some youth summer articles about
what there is to do in the area (hike,
swim, camp, fish) so that they will
‘Get Out and Get Going.””

Audience assembling for the opening session.

SUPPORTING MEMBERS:

Hunters for the Hungry

Hunters for the Hungry is a non-
profit organization dedicated to
feeding Virginia's hungry people
through the contributions of legally
harvested venison from sportsmen
and the financial contributions of
both hunters, non-hunters, businesses
and organizations, combining their
efforts to pay for the processing and
distribution through local food banks.

Although much has been done,
there remains much more to do. Each
year since the program was founded
in 1991, a record amount of
professionally processed, highly

nutritious, low-fat meat has been
supplied through the generosity of
sportsmen, concerned individuals and
businesses utilizing the bountiful deer
harvest.

The Hunters for the Hungry
program was able to process and
distribute 363,484 pounds of venison
during the 2007-08 season. This
exceeds the program’s 2007 goal by
3,484 pounds and sets a new record
for venison distribution. Over 1.4
million four-ounce servings of this
nutritious meat were provided to
families and individuals living in

© Jim Crosby,/VOWA

poverty. The meat is given to local
feeding programs, which in turn
provides it to people in need in their
community.

Program Director, Laura Newell-
Furniss, notes that even though a
milestone was reached this year,
financial support still remains the
limiting factor. A $30-dollar
contribution enables us to accept
another hunter's donation of a deer
and, this provides 50 pounds of
nutritious venison to a needy family.
The program remains cost-effective--
averaging a cost of 80 cents per
pound for processing. Thus, they are
able to package five servings of
venison for every dollar donated.
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People wanting to assist in this
hunger-relief organization can contact
their office at 1-800-352-4868, or by
email at hunt4hungry@cs.com.
Donations and requests for more
information can be mailed to Hunters
for the Hungry, P.O. Box 304, Big
Island, VA 24526. You can also
learn more about the program by
visiting  their website at
www.h4hungry.org.

Virginia Chapter, National Wild
Turkey Federation

The Virginia Chapter of the
National Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF), with over 7,000 members in
50 local chapters, was recently
recognized as the Best State Chapter
in the nation with under 10,000
members.

The Virginia chapter also was
recognized for their outstanding
programs to provide outdoor
adventure activities and skill building
events for youth, women and persons
with disabilities to have opportunities
to enjoy the outdoors. These include
Juveniles Acquiring Knowledge
Ethics and Skills (JAKES), Women
in the Outdoors (WITO) and
Wheelin’ Sportsmen.

Local chapters partner with other
sportsmen’s groups, businesses, along
with state and federal agencies to
provide these events. Va. NWTF
partners with the Virginia
Department of Game & Inland
Fisheries (VDGIF), Virginia Tech
and local chapters to providing over
$500,000 in conservation grants
raised by chapter members to support
programs and projects including
research, hunter recruitment, skills
development and law enforcement.

The Va. NWTF members are
dedicated to promoting safety and
ethics, the support of research and the
conservation of the wild turkey and
all wildlife for the benefit of future
generations.

For more information on Va.
NWTF programs, list of officers and
Wheelin’, WITO and JAKES

programs coordinators, visit the Web
site: www.vanwtf.com.

Va. Peninsula Sportsmens
Association, Inc (VPSA)

The VPSA was organized in
March 1940 “to put together an
organization that would be involved
with outdoor sports. The first Big
Game Contest was held September
23, 1940, in Wythe Hall in Hampton,
Va., and was open to any deer legally
bagged in Virginia prior to 1940. To
the best of our knowledge this contest
is the oldest State Big Game Contest
still in existence in the nation.

Mr. George B. Johnston...felt
that there should be a better way to
judge the contest entries rather than a
visual decision as had been used in
the previous contest. He went to
work on developing the Virginia
Scoring System for deer and black
bear, which was adopted by the
membership of the VPSA and the
Virginia Game Commission, and is
still used today and has never been
altered in any way.”

In 1949 the contest was divided
into two regional
championships—the Eastern
(sponsored by VPSA) and the
Western (sponsored by the
Rockingham-Harrisonburg Chapter
of the Izaak Walton League of
America). Both organizations
continue to sponsor the events
annually to this day. The top winners
then compete for the State
Championship.

OVPSA worked directly with the
Game Commission in the early years
with restocking deer and turkey in
Virginia. VPSA had a holding pen
for deer in Newport News; this
location is now called Deer Park.
Many deer passed through the
holding pen for restocking Virginia’s
herd. VPSA had its first turkey
release in early 1941 at Lee Hall.
Twenty one of the 24 turkeys that
VPSA had attempted to raise were
successfully released.

The association presents the
‘George B. Johnson Whitetail Deer

Award’ to any individual that enters
the largest scoring deer in the annual
state championship contest.

The first Big Game Citations for
deer and bear were at the 1984
contest. The citation program for
turkeys was delayed until the 1985
contest due to the fact that a way had
to be devised to certify the weight for
wild turkeys. The turkey contest and
the citation program have proven to
be a great addition and are very
popular throughout the state of
Virginia. It was a great boost to the
regional contest and continues to give
hunters the recognition that they
deserve after bagging a trophy deer,
bear or turkey.

VPSA and its membership have
given freely of their time and efforts
and have made a great impact on the
sport of hunting in the state of
Virginia.

Their president is Kenneth
Pickin, of Williamsburg, Virginia,
kpickin@widowmaker.com. Web
site is Www.vpsa.org.

The Wildlife Foundation
of Virginia

The Wildlife Foundation of
Virginia (WFV) is a non-profit,
501(c)(3), whose goal is to work with
landowners, other non-profit
organizations and state agencies to
identify geographic areas throughout
Virginia with inadequate public
access; identify lands in these areas
suitable for supporting outdoor
recreation; raise funds to acquire
these lands, and, finally, provide for
the management of these properties
for public use.

The organization is committed to
conserving our hunting and fishing
heritage in Virginia, ensuring
adequate opportunities for the public
to enjoy outdoor recreation, and to
maintain the support base for
conservation of these resources.

WEFV sponsors numerous youth
events as a way to engage up-and-
coming sportsmen and teach them
about their responsibility to conserve
wildlife.
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WFV manages Fulfillment Farms
in Albemarle County as a
demonstration property for
stewardship management of wildlife
and other natural resources. The 200-
acre property is open to the public by
permit for hunting, hiking and horse
riding. Numerous hunting training
workshops and special managed
hunts are held there each year.

Jenny West is their Executive
Director and can be contacted at
(757) 566-4000 or email:
jwest@vawildlife.org.  Visit the
WFV Web site for more information:
www.vawildlife.org.

MEMBER UPDATE

Art and Joan Coneand Francis,
OCurly,O Satterlee passed away
recently. Memorial tributes for them
are located elsewhere in this
newsletter. Our condolences go to
their respective families. All three
were long and dedicated members of
the organization.

Spike Knuth was named
Richmond Ducks Unlimited (DU)
2008 Artist of the Year (previously
named the same in 1984). They used
one of his line drawings (actually the
same widgeon that’s on the waterfowl
sting out his tongue--that tongue did
not stay out for even a second--so I
could get this shot!! I was pleased
with this image being chosen as it is
one of a series of hatching baby
racers images that has spurred our
first children's book manuscript,
which we are hoping to publish.”

Marie Majarov is still on cloud
“nine” after three winning honors in
the latest Virginia Wildlife magazine
photo contest.

A close up of a Belted Kingfisher
was chosen as the overall Grand Prize
winner. It was captured along the
beach road at Chincoteague National
Wildlife Refuge (CNWR).

“l crept slowly toward
location and was rewarded with a
very special, full five--ten minutes,
eye to eye with this elusive, beautiful
fisherman and was able to actually
take a series of shots.”

VVivminia Matdans Weitara
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Assateague Channel Sunset tool

third place in ‘Scenic Seasons.’

“While driving off the refuge
after a long day of butterfly counting
and hunting, Milan and [ were
surprised to see the most magnificent
sunset we have ever seen at CNWR,
as we crossed the small causeway
between the refuge and Chincoteague
Island.

There was actually quite a bit of
traffic and Milan couldn't stop. I
jumped out of the car in traffic...
setting my camera as I made my way
to the railing of the causeway. I had
about 30 seconds to get this shot
before the sun slipped below the
horizon. Milan had to drive off the
causeway, turn around and come
back.”

In the ‘Cold and Clammy Ceritters,’
the Black Racer Hatchling received
honorable mention.

“This is one of our Black Racer
Babies, still in his shell with head out
and fully showing his tongue. We
cared for these eggs throughout last
summer, hoping for great photo
opportunities. Milan counted for me
with the rhythm of the snake
thrusting out his tongue--that tongue
did not stay out for even a second--so
I could get this shot!! I was pleased
with this image being chosen as it is
one of a series of hatching baby
racers images that has spurred our
first children's book manuscript,
which we are hoping to publish.”

Ken Perrotte was leading an
installation planning board meeting
for the senior mission commander at
Fort A.P. Hill the afternoon prior to
the annual meeting. He says there are
often immediate due-outs following
that meeting, compounded by the fact
he had to leave Friday, March 21, for
a week in Alabama and Louisiana on
a fishing/turkey hunting trip.

Acannintinn Tnn

R: Senior Conservation Officer, Frank Mundy,
talks about the wonderful quality of the entries
this year, and he introduces (L) Micheala
Bryant, first place Youth winner. © Jim
Crosby/VOWA

In gratitude and recognition of their
contributions for the
VOWA Annual Meeting, we
recognize the following:

Bureau of Land Management,
US Dept. of the Interior

Coleman Company, Inc.

Columbia Sportswear

Dominion Resources

Eagle Claw

Edgecraft ChefOs Choice

Howard Communications

Hunters Specialties

Spike Knuth

Pure Fishing

Va. Dept. of Game and Inland
Fisheries

Efforts were made to identify all
donors, and our apologiesfor those
who are not listed abhove.

Yes,our secretary takesthe minutes on a laptop.
R. to L. Marika Byrd, CPS; David Coffman,
Presidentand Bryan Branch, Holiday Lake 4-H
Education Center, Appomattox at the dais.
© Jim Crosby
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTES TO ART AND JOAN CONE
AND FRANCIS OCURLYO SATTERLEE

For new members,Joan, Art and Curly were founders of VOWA and were most accomplishedin
their careers. We should all aspire to follow in their footstepsand carry on the great traditions they
established for writers not only in Virginia but in America. David Coffman, VOWA President

Joan Nusbaum Cone

Joan Nusbaum Cone, passed to
life eternal on Saturday, January 26,
2008, after a stroke. Her dearly
beloved Art, II, joined her on March
15, 2008, after hospitalization and
then transfer to a rehabilitation at
Consulate in Williamsburg.

They are survived by sons:
Arthur L. III, Steven A. and twins
Damon R Cone and Alison C.
Spencer. The grandchildren include:
Clifford Cone; Cheyenne &
Coreyanna Cone, and twins Austin P.
and Landon R. Crispens.

Their remains were scattered in
the Memorial Garden at the
Williamsburg Unitarian Universal-
ists—a garden both advocated, helped
develop and saw come to fruition.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Williamsburg Unitarian
Universalists at 3051 Ironbound
Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185.
Phone: 757- 220-6830.

Edited eulogy from Art Cone, llI

If I had to describe or summarize
everything Mom achieved in her life
we would be here for hours laughing
and crying about events which shaped
not only her life but those whom she
touched in many ways. Some of the
adjectives we could use would be:
innovative, provocative, insightful,
intellectual, caring, gracious, and of
course sometimes unwavering,
unorthodox and unconventional in
her views guaranteed by the First
Amendment and her vast collection
of firearms.

PASSION can be defined as an
unbridled enthusiasm, but more
important as a complete and devoted
LOVE for the experiences she shared
with my father, her family and with
her many friends. Her passion for
every endeavor she attempted and
mastered was complete and, in many
ways, beautiful to behold.

Though her life's accomplish-
ments could fill volumes, I would like
to present Mom’s Preferred Top Ten.
Here we go....

#10. Perfect teeth. One cavity, no
bridges, crowns or dentures of which
she was extremely proud. She once
remarked to me that it was the natural
fluoride of West Virginia water and
that there was something actually
good about growing wup in
Clarksburg, West Virginia.

#9. Perfect handwriting. Without
question the most beautiful cursive
writing I have ever seen, which
required many, many hours to
perfect. At age 80 her hand
writing was still as artistic and
sublime as when she was a young
adult. We could never understand
how Stephen ended up with the most
illegible, cryptic handwriting except
he was forced to write right handed as
a natural lefty.

famous escapades were shooting a
moose from a canoe and fly fishing
all over the world (New Zealand,
Alaska, Ireland, Canada, Argentina).
She welcomed competition from my
Dad and from men in general, and
[she] took great pride in nearly
always out shooting and fishing my
Dad and their legion of outdoor
writer colleagues.

#6. Financial
balanced her checkbook every month
to the penny till the day she passed.
She understood the value of savings
and investment in education and
training. For 58 years she ran the
household and tracked every expend-
iture, organized every receipt & bill,
tracked her mileage to outdoor events
and instilled in us the wisdom that
comes with a comprehensive family
budget and a sound financial life
plan.

#5. Educator and Teacher. Mom
was a certified substitute teacher, but
more important [she] was one of the
first educators to enroll as a bedside,
in-home tutor to physically
handicapped children. The only
problem was when she substitute
taught my grammar school class I
couldn't escape her steely blue eyes,
which pinned me to my desk after

#8. An accomplished tmutkoty feign my ignorance of the

writer and spokesperson in the field
of fish and game cooking. She wrote
several popular cookbooks and a
monthly recipe column for over 20
years for Virginia Wildlife magazine.
She was viewed by many as a
trailblazer in this cuisine which made

The best and most revered traihealthy and simple recipes accessible

which mother possessed was her
PASSION in everything she
accomplished to the best of her many
natural abilities and talents.
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for the everyman.

#7. In the same theme mom was

an expert marksman, hunter and, of
course, fisherman alongside my dad
for nearly 58 years. Some of her more

subject at hand. You try being called
on twenty times a day!
#4. Intellectual.

LOVED to talk, and most of the time
she researched and prepared to debate
politics, religion and many other
contemporary topics. Mom was a
voracious reader, a connoisseur of
documentaries and movies, which
was another passion of hers, and
actively used her computer and the
internet to explore and enrich her
world. When we were growing up
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Joan was the grammar coach and the
spell checker.

Marsh Henning is challenging
work. Participants must watch for

#3. Conservationist. Mom was amovement in the vegetation and

seminal advocate in her love of the
outdoors, wildlife conservation and
returning to the environment what she
took for our bounty at home. Her
relationship with nature was holistic
and complete, and she was always
grateful, as were we, that she was at
the upper end of the food chain. She
contributed to wetlands preservation,
the Nature Conservancy and to many
other worthy environmental causes.

Entertai##i€r and Hostess.
Mom was simply brilliant at
entertaining her family and friends,
and she rejoiced in her ability to bring
people into her world of refinement
and good taste without intimidation.
When Mom entertained it became an
event with the beautiful table settings,
delicious home crafted food and
stimulating conversation. Mom used
entertaining as a means to broaden
her keen intellect and to honor her
guests in our home.

The Perfectl Marriage.
Married for 58 years...she never once
argued with my father who would
have lost in five seconds anyway.
Mom set a new standard for a
successful marriage and gave her
children a wonderful life and solid
ethics and values to emulate. Mom
truly led by example and her love for
her husband, children and
grandchildren was complete, heartfelt
and transcendental.

She will be missed by many but

the lessons learned from her personal
accomplishments will live in our
hearts and memories forever.

Remembering Joan Cone
edited comments from Emily Grey
I first met Joan Cone nearly eight

years ago at an NRA Women On
Target? hunt held in Wachapreague,
Virginia. Unbeknownst to her, it was
my mission to write the following
article: 4 Grand Game Connoisseur

Celebrates the Sporting Life in the
Virginia Wildlife magazine, August
2001 at [age] 73.

accurately identify the species. As the
poler quietly staged the craft, Joan
loaded her 20-gauge. Rising, she
slowly raised, aimed and fired,
bagging the bird.

“Think I showed younger women
that age is no handicap when it comes
to hunting,” the septuagenarian said.

Since that October day, Joan and
I became friends. When questioning a
creative recipe, I contacted Joan who
provided the definitive answer. On
several occasions, I enjoyed pheasant,
grouse and other savory game dishes
prepared as only Joan Cone can. Her
children jokingly called their
mother’s freezer “the frozen zoo.”
Anything from beaver to shark to
groundhog may be found there.

About 40 years ago, this game
cook extraordinaire and NRA life
member voluntarily traveled across
America giving cooking demon-
strations on local TV shows and at
other gatherings. She also wrote and
co-authored several game cookbooks.
Her wild game 19-recipe booklet for
the NRA appeared on the front page
of the Wall Street Journal.

Joan was also passionate about
her family, conservation and politics.
Her 58-year marriage with outdoor
writer Art Cone whisked them on
global hunting and fishing
expeditions.

The lucky ones who knew Joan
will miss her enthusiasm, Virginia
Wildlife cooking column and
tremendous service to others.

-0-

Arthur L. Cone, Jr.

Art was an avid outdoorsman
who shared his love with the
community through his writings in
The Virginia Gazette, Williamsburg
from 1985 until he decided to retire
last fall [2007].

Art and Joan traveled the world
to educate and promote their love
fishing during their many travels
around this earth.

Born in Long Branch, NJ, he
lived a wvaried life: lifelong hunting
and fishing enthusiast, he authored
books, “Fishing Made Easy” and
“The Complete Guide to Hunting,’

s

“Solid Gold: How to Write Fund
Raising Copy,” written as a result of
his many years as renown executive
in advertising. In addition he
wrote many hunting and fishing
articles in various print media,
including the Gazette, the longest
surviving newspaper in America.

He was in the Williamsburg
Flotilla, part of the U. S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, where, at one time, he
served as a commander.

In The Virginia Gazette (March
19, 2008), he was quoted as saying:
“’Practically everywhere 1 go
someone will ask me if I am the guy
that writes the column, and this gets
me involved with very sophisticated
questions,” he said at the time of his
retirement.”

Eulogy from Arthur L. Cone, IlI

First, I would like to express
what an honor and privilege it is to
stand before you today to honor the
memory and life accomplishment of
my father, Arthur Cone, Jr. While his
passing is tragic in the twilight of the
recent death of our mother, Joan
Cone, it is not wholly unexpected,
nor unheralded in the chronicles of
couples who spend their entire adult
lives together. We all know that they
loved each other deeply in life and
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are now together again as one in the
spiritual kingdom which is as
sacrosanct as assured as our own
existence in this universe.

I would like to spend a few
minutes reflecting on my father’s
long and remarkable life in the spirit
that it will both enlighten us and
bring closure to a painful period in
our lives.  There is much to
remember, to learn and to celebrate
from his 87 years of life as a father,

friend, author, outdoorsman and
humanitarian.
My father had to learn to

overcome a severe stuttering
handicap in his adolescence and
adulthood which limited his career
opportunities, but taught him to
confront adversity and prejudice with
strength, humor and above all
forgiveness. He learned to be a better
listener and observer than anyone I
have known, and he was never
embarrassed, especially when
courting my mother. This probably
explains why he proposed on their
sixth date, four of which were fishing
dates.

If you ask Dad what his greatest
achievements were he would have
mentioned first his family with four
successful children, three grandsons
and the current family canine. He
would have also remarked about
being happily married 58 years to our
mother without a major agreement or
difference of opinion because they
found a way to compromise on
everything...usually to my mother’s
advantage. Dad was totally selfless
and dedicated as a provider and
compassionate mentor to his children.

Dad was one of the most
intelligent, intellectual and well-
educated people I have ever known.
He went to private schools in New
York City, received his BA in
Philosophy from Wesleyan
University and his MBA from New
York University, which was a rarity
in his time. With all of this education
and experience he was one of the
most humble and endearing people I
have ever known. He took a great

interest in everyone regardless of
their background or social status
because he knew he could find a
common denominator for a robust
discussion of fishing, politics, current
events or life in general. This rare
ability created and sustained respect
and mutual friendships throughout his
life.

Dad had the unique ability to
laugh at himself, especially when
Joan out fished or out shot him,
which was nearly every time they
were in the outdoors. He was self-
deprecating and he found humor and
laughter a tonic for the many
embarrassments he suffered. We
would be here for hours telling “Art”
stories—like the time he forgot to
remove the quail from his hunting
jacket, which fermented in their
clothes closet; or the time he bent
over to pick up a fish and lost his new
prescription sunglasses; or the time
he burned down a hunting lodge in
Newfoundland, only to be found
innocent by a Canadian court of law
[Editor’s note: After getting ready
for bed, Art chose one of several
unlabeled cans and doused the wood
to start the blaze; it exploded into
flames, and everyone had to escape.
They were left with only the clothes
on their back—long johns; they had
to drive back home in their long johns
in their rental car]...you probably
have more stories than me which
made him endearing and unique.

Dad was not religious in the
traditional sense, but he was very
spiritual and connected in a reverent
relationship with nature and with the
beauty and solitude of the outdoors.
He had a keen understanding of
people’s motivations, which made
him successful as a direct mail
fundraiser and as a Unitarian for
nearly 50 years. Unitarianism
brought him closer to people he
viewed as genuine and as accepting
as himself, which provided many
opportunities to learn and to live his
life through other’s rich experiences.

A final few facts about my
father’s life:

a. He never cooked a meal in 58
years; that’s 63,510 meals
without ever stepping in a
kitchen. How lucky was he?

b. He never said “No” to
anyone who needed help.

c. He never discussed money or
material things...that was my
mother’s job.

He never had a traffic ticket.

e. He never claimed what was
not rightfully his, which was
the foundation of his
uncompromising personal
and business ethic.

f. He was never remorseful
about living an ordinary yet
extraordinary life.

I would like to close with a poem

by Lord Baron:

“There is a pleasure in the
pathless woods;

There is a rapture in the lonely
shore;

There is society, where none
intrudes,

By the deep sea, and music in its
roar;

I love not man the less, but
Nature more....”

Marika Byrd remembers the time
Joan told about the car wreck Art had
while they were on a VOWA outing
some years ago, outside
Fredericksburg. Art was driving and
attempting to cross busy Route 3 to
get to the hotel we were using. It was
a very dark evening. Art and another
vehicle collided in the middle of the
road. Their car was demolished. Art
received a court summons as a result
of the accident.

Joan said they had to have it
towed back to Williamsburg and they
rode in the cab of the tow truck Of
course, they had to get another
vehicle.

Upon returning to the “crash
scene” so to speak, the judge threw
out the charge. Art never drove after
this wreck. Yes, Art, III, your dad
got a summons to court for the wreck.

-0-
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FRANCIS N. OCURLYO SATTERLEE

WE

Francis N. Satterlee, Major,
USAF Retired, died on Wednesday,
February 13, 2008, at his home in
Vienna, Va. He was the beloved
husband of Joanne M. Satterlee,
devoted father of John Norman, Eric
William, Nancy Gail and Carol
Kirsten; brother of Suzanne Kennon.
He is survived by 11 grandchildren
and two great grandchildren. Funeral
services were held at the Fort Myer
Old Post Chapel with interment at
Arlington National Cemetery with
full military honors.

In lieu of flowers donations may
be made to INOVA VNA Home
Health in his memory. Internet
donations via email—click on “Home
Health” as the key word. Snail mail
goes to: INOVA Health System
Foundation, 8110 Gatehouse Road,
Falls Church, VA 22042

According to Spike Knuth, Curly
began working with the Va.
Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries (VDGIF) in 1968 and
remained there over 16 years in the
Education Division as the then Public
Affairs Officer. He did the Outdoor
Report and Fishing Report initially,
and may have been the first for all I
know, says Spike Knuth. Curly also
wrote for the Virginia Wildlife
magazine. He worked close to the
then Director Chester Phelps— and
house sat in Richmond when Phelps
was traveling. Otherwise, he had a

small apartment in Richmond and
would commute back to Vienna on
the weekends.

He was from Minnesota [and
Spike was from Wisconsin], so we
had that regional familiarity in
common, and we’d often talk about
“pback home.” It was as we got older
we started to have a closer
relationship at VDGIF, in VOWA,
and when he retired I tried to keep in
touch. I guess it’s when you realize
you are mortal that you start to

Curly and daughter, Carol, on a VOWA
fishing trip to Virginia Beachin May 1975
or 1976. © Garvey Winegar

treasure relationships. You start to
see an individual’s value.

For many years he was Secretary-
Treasurer of the Virginia Outdoor
Writers Association, and pretty much
kept it alive by organizing the
meetings and activities. As I told Bill
Cochran, it was Curly that I tried to
emulate in doing VOWA business,
said Spike Knuth.

Nancy Jamerson reports: “I have
fond memories of Curly and our
football team bets...he was a Dallas
fan and I was, and still am, a
Redskins fan. I think I still have a
dollar in the same envelope that we
used to mail back and forth to each
other (even after he retired) when one
of our teams would beat the other.

Bill Cochran--Thanks for your
head's up on our friend Curly. He was
always gracious to me.

Years ago, when I was elected
president of the VOWA, Curly, older
and wiser than me, was of
tremendous assistance. He did all the
leg work and when things worked out
he gave me the credit. That is the
kind of person you want to have as a
co-worker and friend.

Words from Dennis Martin,
Retired Black Bear Project Leader,
Swoope, Va.: Early in my career
(early 1970s) I met Curly, and I
found out that he was interested (and
supported by the administration) in
acquiring a single engine airplane for
the agency. I had been working on
my own pilot's license and had been
using [a] rented airplane occasionally
for project work. To save money, he
diligently searched for a government
surplus airplane and considered an
experimental "silent" stealth-type
plane but decided maintenance and
other issues made it a bad choice. He
did find a vintage 1967 Cessna T-41-
B (military version of the popular
Cessna 172) that was surplus by the
U. S. Department of Defense. Curly
flew it back from Arizona or New
Mexico with nothing more than an
ADF, altimeter and compass.

We became friends and often
discussed specific research and
monitoring needs, which could be
provided only by aerial surveillance.

Curly installed excellent Collins
communication and navigational
equipment (with the support of Harry
Gillam in the Education Division) in
Cessna N76CG that continues to
function to this day. The Agency
chose to sell the airplane in 2005
following the completion of the
CABS bear study field work, and I
continue to stay in contact with the
Vermont engineer that purchased it.

I had been assigned the task of
developing an economical system to
produce current aerial photography.
After several efforts, including a
plexiglass "bubble" contraption used
in other states, Curly and I had a
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special "inspection" hole cut in the
bottom of this great airplane, plus
camera mounts and an electronic
triggering device was manufactured,
to allow us to take pictures using
color infrared and color slide film.
This continued for years after Curly
retired.

Curly was also instrumental in
developing an efficient system of
monitoring animals fitted with radio
transmitters by hard wiring external
antennae mounts and amending the
circuitry of the communication radios
and intercom system to make this
exceptionally efficient. Many
research projects would have been
impossible (i.e., research projects
involving bear, turkey, deer, quail,
grouse, raccoon, snowshoe hare,
ducks, geese and others) without it.
Curly would go out of his way to
work in flights that sometimes
conflicted with his other
responsibilities.

That infamous Cesan76CG.

¢ enny
Martin

I have attached the only picture I
could quickly find of the airplane
Curly found (at no cost to the
Agency) that we used from about
1976 to 2005. It was an incredible
tool and an incredible airplane - the
gift of a talented and likeable
employee.

Through his efforts and the
availability of that old 1967 airplane,

many things were accomplished. In
addition to his contribution to wildlife
research, he reported and monitored
oil spills in the Chesapeake Bay; he
participated in the monitoring of duck
disease die offs; he assisted in the
development of a system of forest
stand-type mapping on VDGIF lands;
he flew surveys for fish division
personnel and assisted the Law
Enforcement and Lands &
Engineering Division with some of
their project needs.

Curly also was active in the
International Conservation Pilot's
Association and served as secretary
for many years, and he was active in
the Virginia Outdoor Writers
Association.

I have spent hundreds of hours
flying with Curly and I can testify
that he was a very safe and safety
conscious pilot. Curly had a great
sense of humor and quick wit. He
graciously received the ribbing and
kidding we provided, and he in turn
freely handed out copious amounts to
others.

Curly had an energy and intensity
to be emulated. His lovely and
supportive wife, Jo, was a gift to
Curly, and I have met and teased
Carol, one of his daughters when she
was young. [ considered Curly a
friend and [ will miss him.

Garvey Winegar, with sadness,
writes:  “The old order passeth
away," according to the Bible. And a
sad time it is for those of us left
behind and waiting our own turn.

I observed not long ago that one
of the greatest pieces of anguish
associated with getting old is
watching relatives, friends,
compatriots die. My mother died of
Alzheimer's in November. Then it
was Bob Gooch and Jack Randolph
and Curly and others.

Va. Outdoor Writers Association, Inc.
Board of Directors meeting

Wednesday, July 9, 2008, at 10:00 a.m.
Va. Department of Forestrv. Charlottesville. Va.

I turned 70 in September, which
means | can now see--if not the end
the road--at least the curve in the
horizon. They warned me about
arthritis and creeping senility--but not
about losing those who'd spent a
virtual lifetime with you.

Curly brought humor, drive and
enthusiasm to our little (at the time)
VOWA organization. In the early
days, he was one of those who kept it
afloat and viable. Everybody loved
him. Virginia is diminished without
him.

Alan Guthrie pines: When I was
still working as a biologist, I had the
opportunity to fly with Curly several
times. And Curly was a good and
EXCEPTIONALY SAFE pilot. He
did not fly low and wildly and take
chances. On one occasion Curly was
flying me over one of my wildlife
management areas for a "look-and-
see". He made one large circle and
asked me if there was a bear below in
one of the wildlife clearings. I
remarked, "Darned if I know, Curly;
we are flying so high I can't even see
the ground!" Curly was a great guy
and a real friend. [ shall miss him
and cherish our friendship throughout
many years. [ know today he is
"flying high" in the air space which
he rightfully deserves!

Bob Duncan, the new VDGIF
Executive Director, related the time
he took his first plane ride with
Curly. They got into the plane and
the pilot asked Bob to get in the
plane’s manual from the car’s
equivalent “glove box”. Bob turned
it over and read “How to Fly a
Plane.” “You have got to be
kidding,” said Bob. They both got a
good chuckle. It seems that all
recruits got the same treatment on
their first plane ride with Curly.

VOWA NEWS
Next issue deadline

Wed., July 9, 2008
Send to: byrdm@vcu.org
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